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Husserl’s Transcendental Idealism Revisited 0 Summary

Husserl's idealism essentially amounts to the affirmation that the
meaning of the being of all objects depends on pure O i.e. phenomeno-
logically reduced] and transcendental i.e. constitutingd intention-
al consciousness. Inspired by Descartes, Husserl concluded from this
in the Ideas | that the actual existence of transcendent objects and of
the real world necessarily depends on an actual perceptual conscious-
ness, while the actual existence of this consciousness only depends on
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its actual inner perception by itself O “nulla re indiget ad
existendum”0 . Husserl was quick to realize that such a 0 metaphys-
icald formulation of phenomenological idealism was highly mislead-
ing in that it presented “absolute” consciousness as a region of being
opposed to the region of being into which belong all transcendent
objects. Also questionable was its insistence on a solipsistic form of
all conscious experiences of transcendent reality. Finally, the hypoth-
esis of a possible “annihilation of the world” gave the wrong impres-
sion that phenomenology, instead of accounting for the actual exis-
tence of transcendent objects and of the real world was inclined to
enclose itself in a sphere of pure immanence.
In this paper | want to show that almost simultaneously with the
Ideas I, in his Revisions of the Sixth Logical Investigation
0 Husserliana XX/10O0 and also in other manuscripts to be published
soon for the first time O “Transzendentaler Idealismus. Texte aus
dem Nachlassd 1908-19210 ”, Husserliana, XXXVI1O , Husserl devel-
oped an alternative and more acceptable line of argumentation in
favor of a phenomenological idealism. This argumentation reminds
one more of Leibniz than of Descartes in that it understands the
actual existence of transcendent objects to be the result of a “realiza-
tion” of a former well-grounded “real”d possibility. The statement
that the truth value of all belief into the actual existence of the world
depends on its fulfillment by actual perceptive experiences of this
world here never leads to a metaphysical opposition between the
sphere of phenomenological immanence and the sphere of transcen-
dent reality. Quite to the contrary: just as the being of an “ideal” pos-
sibility depends on its intuitive givenness in an act of phantasy, just
as the being of a “real” possibility depends on former perceptions, so
does the actual existence of the real world depend on its intuitive
givenness in a series of concordant actual perceptions. In all this,
phenomenology investigates the intentional correlation between the
different modes of being of objects and the corresponding forms of
intuitive pure consciousness.
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This second line of argumentation in favor of phenomenological
idealism leads to important new developments concerning the merely
“presumptive” certainty with which one can “posit” the actual exis-
tence of the transcendent “things in themselves” and the regulative
function and adequate givenness of transcendent things understood
as “ideas in the Kantian sense”. It also contributes to a clarification
of the difference between phenomenological idealism and 0 HumeanO
phenomenism. Its most spectacular contribution lays, however, in its
insistence on the fact that only a coherent manifold of actual percep-
tions by an intersubjective community of bodily subjects can con-
tribute of a phenomenological justification of the actual existence of
the real world. The phenomenological insistence on the purity of the
transcendental consciousness which constitutes the meaning of the
being of the actual world of transcendent objects thus goes together
with an acknowledgment of the plurality of transcendentally consti-
tuting subjects and of their bodily experience of the actual existence
of transcendent [ “real” objects.
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The Anthrax Solution:
Sverdlovsk and the Resolution of a Biological Weapons Controversy

Michael D. Gordin O Junior Fellow, Harvard University

From 1979 to 1994, arms control in the field of chemical and biologi-
cal warfare 0 CBWO experienced what could be termed a “verifica-
tion crisis.” With the collapse of the SALT O Strategic Arms
Limitation Treatyd regime in nuclear arms control in the late 1970s
and early 1980s, precisely on the issue of how to verify compliance,
the international arms control community was uniquely sensitive to
issues of arms control verification. The particular nature of CBW -
the effects of which seemed to mimic natural outbreaks of disease -
only intensified the suspicions of conservatives in the US government
about verification and exacerbated the Cold War tensions surround-
ing this arena of arms control. At this moment, two CBW-related
incidents flared up and brought the verification crisis to a head, inci-
dents which seemed to bear all the characteristics of illegal uses of
biological weapons in violation of the 1972 Biological Weapons
Convention O BWCO : the Sverdlovsk incident and Yellow Rain.
Although the two events dovetailed in their historical interaction
during the 1980s, this paper focuses on the Sverdlovsk incident in
particular for two reasons: as an allegation of use of a bacteriological
agent, this crisis emphasized the difficulties of detecting differences
in CBW incidents from natural epidemics; and because it, more than
Yellow Rain, can now be said to be definitively closed.

Due to a variety of changes in the East-West environment - not
least of them the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, the US boy-
cott of the 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow, and the Reagan victory
in the 1980 US presidential election - by 1981 there was extraordinar-
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ily little faith in CBW arms control, a remarkable contrast to the
great optimism six years before in the potential of the Biological
Weapons Convention to usher in a new system of international rela-
tions and cap a long quest for biological arms control. The
Sverdlovsk incident was the first alleged violation to appear in the
midst of this climate of distrust. In 1979, an anthrax outbreak in the
Soviet city of Sverdlovsk led many Western security officials to con-
clude that the Soviets had been secretly developing biological
weapons in violation of the 1972 BWC. Using a variety of tactics, the
Soviets managed to demonstrate, for a time, that the outbreak could
just as easily be explained by natural causes.

At the time, there was little the US State Department could do to
answer the Soviet defense that the Sverdlovsk outbreak was caused
by black-market distribution of contaminated meat, thus represent-
ing deaths by gastroinestinal anthrax and not by the militarily-
viable inhalation anthrax. From 1981 to 1986, much of the attention
of the arms-control community focused instead on Yellow Rain.
When Sverdlovsk reappeared on the American scene as a topic of dis-
cussion, the result was an almost unanimous confirmation of the
Soviet “meat defense,” as Soviet scientists, in the atmosphere of glas-
nost and perestroika, came to the National Academy of Sciences in
Washington, DC, and displayed histological evidence that indicated a
gastric origin for the anthrax deaths. With the case apparently
closed, it was reopened by Soviet reporters, and later reporters from
the Wall Street Journal, who located hidden evidence and document-
ed the extent of the Soviet government’s cover-up - including the offi-
cial Soviet misrepresentation of evidence at the National Academy in
1988. In 1994, after extensive research in the former Soviet Union
and careful analysis of the recently-uncovered biological samples,
survivor interviews, and local meteorological data, Harvard
University professor of biochemistry Matthew Meselson, once the
most prominent American advocate of the Soviet meat defense, con-
cluded the debate by demonstrating the inhalational origins of the
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1979 outbreak, which made a military accident the only possible
explanation.

This paper examines the history of this “Sverdlovsk incident,” and
how its peculiar nature impacted on the reformulation of a verifica-
tion philosophy both for the Biological Weapons Convention and for
the nascent Chemical Weapons Convention [0 CWCO . The net result
of this reformulation was the entrenchment of independent scientists
as a means for establishing the “truth” of CBW violations. Both
before and after a consensus was reached, it was evident to what a
strong degree the standards of evidence and evaluation were created
by the political climate. Both the US State Department and its oppo-
nents clamored for some form of objective resolution without recog-
nizing the impossibility of this goal in such a tense political area.
The solution embedded in the CWC, and as demonstrated by the
political fractiousness of recent chemical-weapons inspections in
Iraq, still hinges on communal definitions of standards of evidence.
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