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In my paper | point at some of the thrills but also problems and
dangers of a literary comparison between Japanese comedy and
Classical Greek comic genres. Even though the cultural contexts are
as different as can be, we find plenty of relevant material that shows
how pre-modern societies created opportunities fordJ semil]l dramatic
performances.

Spectacle may be seen as an essential element of festivities.
Especially religious festivals, rites of passage and harvest celebra-
tions, market days, or fairs - in short, communal events repeated on
a regular basis - express their ideology through ritualized perform-
ance of all sorts. Such a social context creates a fairly stable frame-
work for the developing dramatic genres. Because of the regularity of
such events, the dramatic or semi-dramatic genres performed there
must keep an element of conventionality and repetitiveness in order
to be instantly recognizable as preserving tradition and securing con-
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tinuity. Needless to say, such events also attract various popular
artists trying to appeal to the crowds. Though we can identify clearly
comic elements in ritualized performances, | show how difficult it is
to separate them from the other elements 0O mock cruelty, supersti-
tion, religious awe, contests, etc .0 and the context within which
they appear.

Literary comedy never abandons this wealth of material from folk
culture but reduces its ambiguity and shapes it at will. Comparison
of folk motifs and especially the way they were incorporated into lit-
erary genres, promises most exciting results if carried out systemati-
cally.

| also discuss the spectacle implicit in festive processions and com-
pare the Greek wagons [0 ‘hamaxai’'d and Japanese festival floats
turned into a mobile stage on which short sketches are performed

O ‘hikiyama’'ll . | also draw attention to the similarities in primitive
comic material connected with regular communal events ? namely,
disguise tricks performed at a market place O Megarian scheme in
Aristophanes’ ‘Acharnians’, and a Kyogen play ‘Wakame’' .
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E. M. Craik: The knife and the fire: medical practice of east
and west.
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